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OPENING PRAYER

What is something you kept praying for even when it seemed unlikely to happen?

OR

Have you ever had a moment where you realised later that God had already been 
working while you were still worrying?

OPENING QUESTION(OPTIONAL)

Pray for hearts that trust God deeply, even in uncertain seasons. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to strengthen faith, renew persistence in prayer, and remind the group that God is 
still at work behind the scenes.

Week 6     Peter Rescued

NOTES



WORD
6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were 
guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” 
And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put 
on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you 
and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was 
being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they 
had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the 
city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one 
street, and immediately the angel left him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, 
“Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of 
Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”
12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 
other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 13 And 
when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to 
answer. 14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in 
and reported that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of 
your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his 
angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and 
were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to 
them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things 
to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place.
18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what 
had become of Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he 
examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went 
down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there.

Acts 12:6–19(ESV)

Acts 12 presents one of the great tensions of the Christian life. James is executed by 
Herod, while Peter is miraculously rescued from prison. Luke intentionally places 
these two moments side-by-side to remind the Church that God is sovereign, but not 
always predictable. As N.T. Wright observes, Luke refuses simplistic theology that 
says faithful prayer always guarantees the outcome we expect. Yet even in that 
tension, the church continues to pray earnestly.

Peter’s situation appears impossible. He is chained between soldiers, heavily 
guarded, and awaiting execution. Yet verse 6 says Peter was sleeping. This is not 
denial or passivity—it is deep trust in God. F. F. Bruce notes that Peter’s peace reveals 
confidence in God’s will whether he lives or dies. Sometimes mature faith is not loud 
confidence but quiet surrender.

As the angel leads Peter out of prison, the deliverance happens step-by-step. “Get 
up.” “Dress yourself.” “Follow me.” God could have removed Peter instantly, but 
instead He walks him through the process. Often God’s miracles involve both divine 
intervention and human obedience. Some doors only open as we keep moving with 
Him.

Meanwhile, the church is gathered praying. Ironically, when Rhoda announces Peter is 
at the door, they do not believe her. They are praying for a miracle while struggling to 
expect one. Yet God still answers. John Stott famously wrote that their faith was 
enough to pray, even if it was not strong enough to anticipate the answer. This is 
deeply comforting for us. God is not waiting for perfect faith before He moves. He 
responds to dependent hearts that keep coming to Him.

This passage reminds us that prayer is not passive. Prayer is participation. While the 
church prayed in one house, God was already moving in another place. Sometimes 
the breakthrough is already knocking at the door while we are still learning how to 
trust Him.

REFLECTION AND COMMENTARY



FOLLOW JESUS

1. What stands out to you most in this story and why?
2. Peter was able to sleep while chained in prison. What do you think gave him that 
kind of peace?
3. Why is it important to remember that James died while Peter was rescued?
4. Have you ever experienced God working differently than you expected?

FELLOWSHIP WITH BELIEVERS

1. What does this passage teach us about praying together as a church family?
2. Why do you think God still responds even when our faith feels imperfect?
3. How can we help one another remain persistent in prayer during difficult 
seasons?

FISH FOR THE LOST

1. Who is someone in your world that feels “far from freedom” right now?
2. How can prayer become part of our mission and witness to others this week?
3. What testimony of God’s faithfulness could you share with someone who needs 
hope?

ACTIVATION MOMENT

Take a few quiet moments together and reflect on these questions:

What “chain” do you need God to break?
What “door” have you been tempted to stop knocking on?
Who needs a breakthrough so that your Lifegroup can begin praying consistently?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Invite group members to write down:
1. One personal breakthrough prayer.
2. One person they are believing for breakthrough spiritually.
3. One area where they need renewed trust in God.

GOSPEL CONNECTION

Peter’s imprisonment points us to a deeper spiritual reality. Humanity is bound by sin 
and unable to free itself. Like Peter, we cannot rescue ourselves.

But Jesus entered our condition willingly. Through His death and resurrection, He 
broke the power of sin, shame, and death. Jesus does not merely improve our lives—
He leads us into freedom.

The Gospel reminds us:

Jesus still breaks chains.
Jesus still opens doors no one else can open.
Jesus still invites people to follow Him into new life.

If anyone in the group wants to begin following Jesus, create space for conversation 
and prayer.



PRAYER MOMENT

Pray together around three themes:

1. Freedom

Pray for breakthrough from spiritual, emotional, relational, or mental bondage.

2. Renewed Faith

Pray for those who have grown weary or discouraged in prayer.

3. Intercession

Pray for friends, family members, prodigals, coworkers, classmates, and neighbours 
who need Jesus.

WEEKLY CHALLENGE

This week:
• Pray specifically and persistently for one breakthrough.
• Message or encourage one person who is struggling.
• Share one testimony of God’s faithfulness with someone outside the church.
• Spend 10 intentional minutes each day in prayer, even if your faith feels small.

CLOSING THOUGHT

“Faith is not pretending to be certain about outcomes. Faith is continuing to trust God 
enough to keep knocking.”


