A NOTES

A BIG IDEA + THEOLOGICAL EMPHASIS

God often prepares people privately before He moves in power publicly. Pentecost
was not a random moment—it came after a season of prayer, unity, expectation,

repentance, worship, obedience, and waiting together in community.

The Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost not simply to create an emotional

experience, but to empower ordinary believers for God's mission. Before the Spirit

filled them pubilicly, the disciples positioned themselves spiritually through
obedience, gathering, prayer, expectancy, and dependence on God.
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Pentecost Sunday - Preparing for Pentecost

A. OPENING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, open our hearts to hear Your voice and prepare us for all You want to do
in and through us. Teach us how to wait on You with faith, hunger, unity, and
expectation. Holy Spirit, make us ready for Your presence and power. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

A OPENING QUESTION orionay

Describe a moment when you had to prepare carefully for something important—a
wedding, performance, game, interview, trip, or major life event.
What preparation made the biggest difference?



A WORD
Acts 2:1-4 (ESV)

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them
and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

CONTEXT (REFINED)

Pentecost in Acts 2 did not happen in isolation. It was the fulfilment of centuries of
promise, expectation, and longing. In the Old Testament, Pentecost was a harvest
festival celebrating God’s provision and faithfulness. But in Acts 2, God transforms
Pentecost into something even greater: the beginning of a Spirit-empowered harvest
of people from every nation.

Jesus had already risen from the dead as the “Firstfruits” of redemption, and now the
Holy Spirit was being poured out to empower the Church for mission and witness.

But before the fire fell in Acts 2, there was preparation in Acts 1.

The disciples obeyed Jesus’ command to wait in Jerusalem. They gathered together
in unity. They devoted themselves to persistent prayer. They dealt honestly with
unresolved issues in their community. And they anchored themselves in the promises
of Scripture with expectation and desperation for God to move.

Pentecost was not spiritual hype or emotional spontaneity. It was a prepared people
positioning themselves before God in obedience, hunger, dependence, worship, and
community.

For us today, preparation for Pentecost still matters. God often prepares hearts
privately before He moves publicly. The Spirit is not something we manufacture or
control—but we can position ourselves with expectancy, prayer, repentance, unity,
and surrender.

A MAIN REFLECTION POINTS (REFINED)

1. They Obeyed the Command to Wait — But Waiting Was Active

Acts 1:4-5 (ESV)
“...he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the
Father...”

The disciples did not treat waiting as inactivity. The word “wait” carries the idea of
remaining positioned with expectation—like a sprinter in the starting blocks, ready to
move.

Jesus had promised that the Holy Spirit would come. The disciples responded by
organising their lives around that promise.

They waited because they trusted His word.
Before Pentecost power came, there was Pentecost obedience.

Reflection:

Many people want a move of God without surrendering to the instructions of God.
Preparation begins with obedience, even when we do not fully understand what God
is doing yet.

Key Truth:
Preparation begins with obedience. God often moves through people who are willing
to position themselves around His promises.

2. They Gathered in Community — Not Isolation

Acts 1:14 (ESV)
“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer...”

Acts 2:1 (ESV)

“They were all together in one place.”

Luke repeatedly emphasises unity, togetherness, and shared expectation.
Pentecost happened in a gathered community.



ll\/IAIN REFLECTION POINTS (REFINED)

The phrase “one accord” describes people whose hearts, minds, and purpose were
aligned together before God. This was not casual attendance. This was intentional
spiritual unity.

In a culture shaped by independence and individualism, Pentecost reminds us that
the Holy Spirit often moves powerfully among gathered people as they pursue God
together.

Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly moves among communities who gather with
worship, repentance, prayer, and expectation:

+ Elijah and Israel at Mount Carmel

+  Solomon and the Temple dedication

* Nehemiah and the returning exiles

+  The Upper Room in Acts

Reflection:
Christian faith is deeply personal, but it was never meant to be private only. We are
formed spiritually in community.

Key Truth:
You cannot fully experience Pentecost alone. The Holy Spirit moves powerfully
among unified believers.

3. They Devoted Themselves to Prayer

Acts 1:14 (ESV)
“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer.”

The disciples did not simply wait for ten days—they prayed for ten days.

The word “devoting” means persistence, consistency, and determined focus. Prayer
was not a side activity before the “real ministry” began. Prayer was the preparation for

everything that followed.

Their prayers were:

+ Rooted in Scripture

+  Filled with expectation

+  Shared across generations and genders

« Focused on God’s presence rather than personal comfort

The disciples were not trying to force God to move. They were positioning themselves
to receive what God had already promised.

Reflection:
Prayer is not a formula to control God. Prayer is the posture of people who know they
need Him.

Key Truth:
Prayer prepares our hearts for the work of the Holy Spirit. We prepare for Pentecost
by praying with expectation and dependence.

4. They Dealt Honestly With What Was Broken

Acts 1:21-22 (ESV)
“...must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”

Before Pentecost, the disciples addressed the absence left by Judas. They
acknowledged what was broken and sought wisdom, restoration, and order together.

This detail matters.
They did not ignore dysfunction or pretend everything was fine. They dealt honestly
with incompleteness before moving forward.

Preparation for God’s work often includes repentance, reconciliation, confession,
forgiveness, and restoring relationships.



The Holy Spirit is not afraid of broken people—but He moves powerfully among
people who are honest before God.

Reflection:
Sometimes we ask God for fresh fire while avoiding unresolved issues in our hearts,
families, friendships, or teams.

Key Truth:
Prepare for Pentecost by clearing the way. God moves through surrendered and
honest hearts.

5. They Had Scripture, Expectation, and Desperation

Acts 2:17 (ESV)
“And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh...”

The disciples were not spiritually empty while they waited. They were filled with the
promises of God.

Scripture shaped their expectation.

Jesus had already promised the Spirit would come. Joel had prophesied it centuries
earlier. The disciples waited with confidence because they believed God keeps His
word.

But there was also desperation.

Jesus had ascended. Opposition was growing. They had no worldly power or
influence. They knew they could not accomplish the mission without God’s help.
Desperation often becomes the soil where spiritual hunger grows deepest.

Reflection:
Comfort can sometimes dull spiritual hunger. But people who recognise their need for
God often become the most open to His work.

Key Truth:
Pentecost preparation requires more than information. It requires hunger, expectancy,
and dependence on God.

A DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What stands out to you most about the disciples’ preparation before Pentecost?
2. What is the difference between passive waiting and spiritually expectant waiting?
3. Which of these preparations challenges you most personally right now?

+ Obedience

+ Unity

* Prayer

* Repentance

+ Expectation

* Dependence on God
4. Why is gathering with other believers important for spiritual growth and renewal?
5. How can prayer become more than just a routine or religious habit in our lives?
Why do you think desperation and hunger for God often precede spiritual
breakthrough?
6. Are there any unresolved areas in your life or relationships that God may be asking
you to address before moving forward?
7. What would it look like for our LIFE GROUP to prepare intentionally for God to
move in our church, city, workplaces, campuses, and families?



A DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

APPLICATION
This week, intentionally prepare space for God.

Choose one practical step:
+ Set aside intentional time for prayer and worship each day.
+ Arrive early to church or LIFE GROUP to pray and prepare your heart.
+ Fast from something distracting for a day.
+ Pray with expectation before gathering with believers.
+ Ask the Holy Spirit daily: “What do You want to do in and through me today?”

LIFE GROUP LEADER’S NOTE

Some people in your LIFE GROUP may come from church backgrounds where the
Holy Spirit feels unfamiliar or intimidating. Keep the focus on Jesus, Scripture,
community, and dependence on God. Encourage openness without pressure or
performance.

The goal of Pentecost was not hype—it was empowerment for witness,
transformation, and mission.

lCLOSING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, prepare our hearts for Your work in our lives. Teach us to live with hunger
for Your presence and dependence on Your power. Help us to be people who gather
in unity, pray with expectation, and make room for You to move. Fill us again so that
we may reflect Jesus and bring hope to those around us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



