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PRAYER

When you hear the word mission, what comes to mind first: something local, 
something global, or something personal? Why?

OPENING QUESTION
(OPTIONAL)

Father God, we thank You that the mission begins in Your heart of love. As we open 
Your Word together, help us to see the world the way You see it, to receive Your love 
personally, and to be shaped by it for the sake of others. Holy Spirit, guide our 
conversation and help us respond with faith and obedience. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Week 2     The Father’s Love

NOTES



WORD
John 3:16 (ESV)
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.”

1. John 3:16 begins with God’s love, not human need. How does this change the 
way you think about the Father’s love towards you? How about mission and 
evangelism?

2. God showed His love by giving. What does this tell us about the cost of love and 
mission?

3. The London Missionary Society believed John 3:16 applied to people in the 
Pacific, not just Europe. How does knowing this history help us think about our 
role in God’s mission today, especially here in Australia?

4. The invitation is for “whoever believes.” What barriers — personal, cultural, or 
practical — can make it hard for people to respond to that invitation today?

5. Eternal life is not only a future hope but a present reality. How should this shape 
the way Christians live, work, and relate to others now?

Application
• Personally: Take time this week to reflect on how deeply God loves you. Let 

mission flow from gratitude, not pressure.
• Locally: Ask God to help you see your everyday spaces — work, study, 

neighbourhood — as places where His love can be shared.
• Globally: Pray for nations and people groups, especially in the Pacific region, that 

continue to be shaped by the gospel and are still in need of renewal and hope.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

John 3:16 is one of the most well-known verses in the Bible, but it is also one of the 
most missional. This single sentence reveals the heart of God and the reason mission 
exists at all. Mission does not start with human effort or church programs; it starts 
with God’s love. John tells us that God loved the world and gave His Son. Love 
moved God toward action. The sending of Jesus was not a reaction to human 
goodness, but an expression of God’s own nature. God loves because He is love. The 
word world is important. God’s love is not limited by geography, culture, race, or 
moral condition. He loves the world as it is — broken, resistant, and in need of 
rescue. This global vision of love has shaped Christian mission for centuries.

Historically, this verse has fuelled missionary movements worldwide. The London 
Missionary Society (LMS), founded in the late 1700s, was built on the belief that 
God’s love extended to all peoples. This conviction led them to send missionaries 
across Africa, Asia, and especially the Pacific. In the Pacific Islands — including 
places closely connected to Australia — LMS missionaries carried the gospel to 
communities that had never heard the name of Jesus. While their work was complex 
and sometimes imperfect, it was driven by a deep belief that God so loved every 
people group. John 3:16 was not just a verse to memorise; it was a call to go, to give, 
and to trust God with the results.

John 3:16 also reminds us that mission is not only about going overseas. The 
invitation is open to whoever believes. God’s love is personal before it is global. 
Eternal life begins now, as people respond in faith to Jesus and are restored into a 
relationship with God. When we grasp the depth of God’s love for us, it reshapes how 
we see others. Mission becomes less about obligation and more about overflow — 
loving because we have first been loved.

CONTEXT AND REFLECTION

Closing Prayer
Father, thank You that You loved the world enough to give Your Son. Shape our hearts 
to reflect Your love — wide, generous, and sacrificial. Help us to live as sent people, 
right where we are, trusting You with the outcomes. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


