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WEEK 3 | GOOD NEWS vs FAKE NEWS

A PRAYER

"Heavenly Father, we thank You for the opportunity to gather together in Your
name. As we delve into Your Word, we ask that You open our hearts and minds
to understand and embrace the truth of Christ. Help us to walk in nobility and
discernment. May Your Holy Spirit guide us in all truth, and may we seek Your
wisdom in all things. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen."

A OPENING QUESTION
(OPTIONAL)
"What is one thing you used to believe as a kid that you later found out wasn't
' true? How did you feel when you discovered the truth?"
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A. WORD

"The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when
they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble
than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed, with
not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men. But when the Jews from
Thessalonica learned that the word of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also,
they came there too, agitating and stirring up the crowds. Then the brothers im-
mediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there.
Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving a com-
mand for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they departed.”

Acts 17:10-15 (ESV)

In Acts 17, we observe Paul and Silas's journey to Berea following their depar-
ture from Thessalonica. The Bereans are depicted as more noble than the Thes-
salonians because they received the message with eagerness and examined the
Scriptures daily to verify the truth of Paul's teachings. This approach signifies a
commitment to truth and a refusal to be gullible. The Bereans displayed dis-
cernment, diligence, and a sincere desire to understand God's Word.

Their noble character was demonstrated in their readiness to receive the gos-
pel, combined with a thorough investigation of the Scriptures. They didn't ac-
cept Paul's teachings blindly; instead, they cross-referenced his words with their
holy texts. This practice of verifying information before accepting it is crucial for
believers, especially in a world where misinformation can easily spread.

The actions of the Bereans contrast sharply with those who stirred up opposi-
tion in Thessalonica. This passage teaches us the importance of critical thinking
and scriptural validation. It encourages believers to seek a deeper understand-
ing and personal confirmation of biblical teachings, rather than accepting them
at face value.

David Kinnaman, in "Faith for Exiles," emphasizes the need for cultural dis-
cernment in our digital age, often referred to as Digital Babylon. He points out
that Christians today must navigate a complex cultural landscape filled with
competing voices and values. The Bereans' example of diligently searching the
Scriptures provides a model for developing such discernment, ensuring that our
faith is grounded in truth. Kinnaman suggests practical steps to grow in cultural
discernment, such as engaging with the world through a biblical lens, seeking
out trusted Christian voices and resources, and fostering a community that
values truth and wisdom. By being intentional about what we consume, who we
listen to, and how we apply biblical principles to our daily lives, we can cultivate
the ability to distinguish truth from falsehood in our complex, digital world.

A DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why were the Bereans described as more noble than the Thessalonians?
What specific actions did they take that demonstrated their nobility?

2. What challenges do we face today that make it difficult to discern truth from
falsehood? How can we overcome these challenges?

3. In what ways can cultural discernment help us navigate the complexities of
our modern, digital world?

4. Reflect on a time when you had to seek out the truth in a difficult situation.
What did you learn from that experience about the importance of discernment?

"Lord Jesus, we acknowledge You as the Source of all truth. We thank You for
Your Word and for the example of the Bereans, who diligently sought to un-
derstand Your teachings. Help us to grow in discernment and wisdom, and to
not be swayed by falsehoods. For those among us who have not yet received
You, we pray that they would come to know You as Lord and Savior. Guide us
in Your truth, and help us to walk faithfully in Your ways. In Jesus' name, we
pray. Amen."



