
PRAYER

"What is the funniest or most unexpected thing you've ever spent money on, 
and what did you learn from that experience?"
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OPENING QUESTION
(OPTIONAL)

NOTES



WORD

Luke 16:1-13 (ESV)

In Luke 16:1-13, Jesus presents the parable of the shrewd manager to highlight the 
importance of wise and faithful stewardship. The dishonest manager, despite his unethi-
cal behaviour, is commended for his shrewdness in securing his future. Timothy Keller 
points out that this parable challenges us to use our resources strategically for God's 
kingdom. He suggests that while the manager's actions were dishonest, his foresight and 
strategic planning are qualities that believers should emulate in a righteous manner. 

The emphasis here is that the parable calls us to re-evaluate our relationship with money 
and wealth. In a modern context, especially in a city like Brisbane, we face numerous 
fi nancial pressures and opportunities. Our fi nancial decisions should refl ect our ultimate 
allegiance to God rather than material wealth. This perspective encourages us to invest 
in eternal treasures by supporting our communities and spreading the gospel.

Applying these principles in 2024, we can live out the teachings of Luke 16 by being faith-
ful stewards, making wise fi nancial decisions, and using our resources to build relation-
ships and support the work of the Kingdom.

1. How does the parable of the shrewd manager challenge your understand-
ing of stewardship and resource management?

2. In what ways can you use your fi nancial resources to build and support the 
Kingdom of God in your community?

3. What practical steps can you take to ensure that your fi nancial decisions 
refl ect your values and faith?

4. How can we, as a lifegroup, support each other in being faithful and wise 
stewards of our resources?

5. Refl ect on a time when you had to choose between serving God and money. 
What did you learn from that experience?

"Lord Jesus, we acknowledge You as the true source of all our blessings and 
resources. We confess that we have often placed our trust in material wealth 
rather than in You. Today, we surrender our fi nances and our lives to You. Be 
the Lord of our hearts and our resources. Guide us in using what we have to 
honor You and to further Your Kingdom. Fill us with Your peace and wisdom 
as we seek to follow You. In Your precious name, Amen."
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