
PRAYER

Can you think of a time when you didn’t treat something with the right value, 
only to realise that it was more or less valuable than you thought? What was it, 
and how did you respond when you found out its true value?
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OPENING QUESTION
(OPTIONAL)

NOTES



WORD

Leviticus 16:1–5, 20–22, 29, 30

Leviticus 16, on the Day of Atonement is arguably the most important chapter 
in Leviticus, introducing the highest and most sacred day in the Israelite 
calendar. Its importance is seen in the elaborate preparation ritual that Aaron 
undergoes to conduct the main sacrifi ce. The Day of Atonement was and is the 
most solemn and sacred day in Judaism. It provides a general remedy for the 
problem of uncleanness described in Leviticus as well as the problem of sin 
generally. 
The Day of Atonement ritual shows the incompatibility of the holy God dwelling 
with the people’s impurities. The regular sin off ering deals with this to a 
considerable degree. 
Christians meditating on the Day of Atonement will naturally end up examining 
themselves and how their sins off end God. But we will also consider what Christ 
has done for us in making atonement for our sins by bearing them away so that 
our sins can be completely forgiven and forgotten.
Joe M Sprinkle: “Leviticus and Numbers - Teaching the Text”

In 1829, George Wilson robbed the US Mail, jeopardizing the mailman's life. He 
pleaded guilty to the charges, andthe court sentenced him to death by hanging. 
Friends arranged for President Andrew Jackson to issue Wilson a pardon. But 
Wilson refused the pardon, and the case went to the Supreme Court. Chief 
Justice John Marshall wrote the offi  cial ruling for the court. “A pardon is an act 
of grace,” he said, “the validity of which is not complete without acceptance. It 
might be rejected by the person to whom it was off ered, and the court could 
not force it upon him. The court cannot give the prisoner the benefi t of the 
pardon unless he claims the benefi t of it.” Have you received the pardon that 
Christ off ers you in:

1. We cannot receive the benefi ts of Christ’s atonement unless we receive it by 
faith. Have you received the benefi ts of Christ’s atonement by faith?

2. Atonement means “the action of making amends for a wrong” or “the 
process by which people remove obstacles to their reconciliation with God” 
What might this mean for you in your life?

3. Do you want to trust in Jesus and his gift of atonement, having sacrifi ced His 
life that we may live forgiven and now made holy?Do you want to trust him with 
your life by accepting His call for you to enter into relationship with Him? Please 
take this moment to pray with your group. Ask your lifegroup leader to lead you 
in prayer to receive Christ. You can pray this prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness. I 
believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I turn from my sins and 
invite You to be the master of my life. I want to trust and follow You as my 
Lord and Saviour. I declare that I am Yours, and You are mine, In Jesus name, 
AMEN.        
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