A DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

(NUMBERED ACCORDING TO LEVEL OF DEPTH AND READINESS TO SHARE)

1. Onascalefrom 1-10 (1 being never/not at all and 10 being always/
extremely) how would you rate yourself when it comes to practicing self-
control in various aspects of your life?

2. Inv1-4 of the passage above what do we see and learn about Belshazzar?

What are his similarities with King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3:1-7)? WEEK 6 | The Writing is on the Walls!
3. Intoday's world, we often see instances where leaders or individuals misuse
their positions of power and authority. How can the account of Daniel k PRAYER
5:13-16 challenge us to think about the responsible use of power and the
importance of accountability in our daily life? Heavenly Father,
4. Reflecting on Daniel 5:17-24, how can we find the courage to speak up and o .
take a stand against wrongdoing, even when it may come at a personal cost We come before you humbly and reverently, recognizing your sovereign power
or risk? How can we encourage this sort of culture around us? and authority over all things. Today, we acknowledge that you are the ultimate

. judge and ruler, and we bow before you alone in awe and reverence in Jesus
5. If you are not yet a follower of Jesus, would you like to leave your comfort judg y J

zone to follow Him as the boss and ruler in your life? Will you give your life mighty name AMEN.
devoted to obeying Jesus, who entered into death for you to give you life?
Will you enable him to have all authority as the one who calls the shots

in your life? Would you like to enter into a saving relationship with God
through Jesus? Ask your lifegroup leader to lead you in prayer to receive k OPENING QUESTION
Christ. You can pray this prayer: (OPTIONAL)

_ . . : . 5
Dear Lord Jesus, I know that | am a sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness. | Would you prefer a written letter or spoken conversation with someone?

believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. | turn from my sins and
invite You to be the master of my life. | want to trust and follow You as my Lord
and Saviour. | declare that | am Yours, and You are mine, In Jesus name, AMEN.
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A. WORD

'King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of
the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold
and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be
brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them.
3 Then they broufht in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house
of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from
them. # They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and
stone.

* Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall
of the king's falace, opposite the lampstand. And the kinﬁ saw the hand as it wrote. °Then
the king's color chanied, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees
knocked together.” The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the
astrologers. The king declared[b] to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing,
and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold
around his neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” ¢ Then all the king's wise men
came in, but they could not read the writing or make known to the king the interpretation.
9 The;n Kng Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were
perplexed.

0 The queen,[c] because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting
hall, and the queen declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or your
color change. ' There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods.[d]
In the days of your father, I(l;ght and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the
gods were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the king—
made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, > because an
excellent spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and
solve problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Now let
Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.”

'3 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You
are that Daniel, one of the exiles of Judah, whom the king m)gather brought from Judah. '
I have heard of you that the spirit of the gods[a] is in you, and that light and understanding
and excellent wisdom are found in you. '* Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been
brought in before me to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but
they could not show the inte/Z)retation of the matter. ' But | have heard that you can give
interpretations and solve problems. Now if you can read the writing and make known to me
its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your
neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

7 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give
your rewards to another. Nevertheless, | will read the writing to the king and make known
to him the interpretation. '® O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father
kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. ' And because of the greatness that he gave
him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would,
he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he
would, he humbled. ?° But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that
he dealt proudly, he was brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken
from him. #' He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made
like that of a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox,
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules
the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And you his son,[b] Belshazzar,
have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, # but you have lifted up yourself
against the Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you,
and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And
you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do
not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your
ways, you have not honored. ?* “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing
was inscribed.

Daniel 5:1-24 (ESV)

A NOTES



