
PRAYER
Lord we prray that you would help us today pursue humility so that God would 
not have to break you of pride through hardship and discipline. We pray that we 
would be led to demonstrate gospel humility to our family, friends, neighbours, 
and coworkers who don’t yet know our humble King Jesus.

In your name,

AMEN
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WEEK 4 Transforming Kings

info@enbrisbane.org enbrisbaneenbrisbane.org

OPENING QUESTION

If you were stuck on a deserted island for a month and you were only enabled 
to have 3 tools or appliances (no transport), what tools or appliances would you 
choose to have?

(OPTIONAL)

1. On a scale from 1 to 10 (1 being never and 10 being always), how would you 
rate your capacity to recognise when you are being prideful? Why would 
you rate yourself this way?

2. When pride shows up in your life, what does it typically look like? How can 
those who are closest to you help you to see your pride? How can you 
practice humility by truly hearing their perspective and learning from them?

3. In what ways did Jesus display humility during his earthly ministry? How is 
the cross the ultimate example of humility? Why is Jesus’ humility our only 
hope? 

4. How can we demonstrate gospel humility to our prideful culture and broken 
world?

5. Would you choose today to trust Jesus as the Humble King of your life - 
ruling in all things? Will you enable him to have all authority as the one who 
calls the shots in your life? Would you like to enter into a saving relationship 
with God through Jesus? Ask your lifegroup leader to lead you in prayer to 
receive Christ. You can pray this prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness. I 
believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I turn from my sins and 
invite You to be the master of my life. I want to trust and follow You as my Lord 
and Saviour. I declare that I am Yours, and You are mine, In Jesus name, AMEN.     

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
(NUMBERED ACCORDING TO LEVEL OF DEPTH AND READINESS TO SHARE)



WORD

24 “This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High has issued 
against my lord the king: 25 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild 
animals; you will eat grass like the ox and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times 
will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms 
on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes. 26 The command to leave the stump of the tree 
with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that 
Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your 
sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be 
that then your prosperity will continue.”

The Dream Is Fulfilled

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking 
on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have 
built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”

31 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed 
for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32 You will be 
driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox. 
Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over 
all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.”

33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away 
from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until 
his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.

34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity 
was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.

His dominion is an eternal dominion;

    his kingdom endures from generation to generation.

35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.

  He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.

  No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”

36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to 
me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored 
to my throne and became even greater than before. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and 
exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are 
just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

Daniel 4:24-37, NIV

NOTES

There was a fourth, and he was so bright and glorious, that even the heathen eyes of 
Nebuchadnezzar could discern a supernatural lustre about him. “The fourth,” he said, 
“is like the Son of God.” What appearance Christ had put on I cannot tell, which was 
recognizable by that heathen monarch; but I suppose that he appeared in a degree of 
that glory in which he showed himself to his servant John in the Apocalypse, and such was 
the excessive splendour and brightness, the God-like air that was about him, the flash of 
his eye and the splendour of his gait as he walked the fire with the other three, that even 
Nebuchadnezzar could not help saying he was like the Son of God. Beloved, you must 
go into the furnace if you would have the nearest and dearest dealings with Christ Jesus. 
Whenever the Lord appears, it is to his people when they are in a militant posture. Moses 
saw God at Horeb, but it was in a burning bush; Joshua saw him, but it was with a drawn 
sword in his hand, to show that his people are still a militant people; and here where the 
saints saw their Saviour, it was as himself being in the furnace. The richest thought that 
a Christian perhaps can live upon is this, that Christ is in the furnace with him. When you 
suffer, Christ suffers. No member of the body can be pained without the head enduring its 
portion; and so you, a member of Christ’s body, in every pain you feel, pain the head Christ 
Jesus. As Baxter says, “Christ takes us through no darker rooms than he went through 
before;” and one could improve upon it and say, “He takes us through no rooms so dark 
but what he is himself there in the darkness, and makes that darkness by his presence 
light, cheering and gladdening our hearts.”

     I know that to the worldling this seems a very poor comfort, but then if you have 
never drank this wine you cannot judge its flavour. If the King has never taken you into his 
banqueting house, and his banner over you has never been love; if he has never kissed 
you with the kisses of his mouth; if he has never said unto you, “ I am thine and thou art 
mine,” why you cannot be expected to know what you have not experienced; but he who 
has once drunk of the well of Bethlehem, would hazard his life that he might get a draught 
of it again; would be willing to go through the furnace though it were heated seventy 
thousand times hotter, that he might be able once more to see that Son of God, the fourth 
bright One who trod the glowing coals. The presence of Christ is the brightest joy beneath 
the stars. Oh! Christian, seek it; do not be content without it, and thou shall have it.

CHARLES SPURGEON: Consolation in the Furnace


